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Testimonials 
 

“ It was wonderful to develop my writing and interviewing skills and 
learn about case strategy while tangibly helping others apply for legal 
status in the United States. I feel fortunate to have had the opportunity 
to participate in this Clinic and meet and form relationships with both 
the brilliant clinic staff and my remarkable clients. I know that in my 
life I will con-tinue to work with immigrant and refugee populations. 
The Clinic is definitely the high-light of my law school experience.”  

— Deeona ’12 
 
 
 “ The clinical experience is amazing. As a student, you are able to work 
with individuals who are, by definition, extraordinary people. The 
combination of weekly contact with your clients, and personalised 
research into their case, is a great way to develop real-world lawyering 
skills, in an environment which is as fun as it is richly rewarding.”  

— Matt ’08 
 
 
 “ I participated in the clinical program at Harvard Immigration and 
Refugee Clinic for two semesters in 2003, first through Immigration 
Law and then through International Human Rights. Without a doubt, 
the Clinic has been one of my most meaningful experiences in law 
school, personally and professionally.… At HIRC, my clients have been 
inspirational. They are all people who have suffered and survived, and 
I am lucky to have played some role in their efforts to begin anew.”  

— Shalini ’04 
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“The Clinic challenged, inspired, and shaped me, setting me on the 
path to where I am today. Two decades later, I continue to reflect and 
draw upon my clinical experience to help guide my legal work and 
teaching.” 
 

— Becky Sharpless '94  
 
 
“The clinic was one of my best experiences at HLS.  I saw law in action 
as we helped clients with their asylum cases.  Many of our clients had 
very strong cases on the merits as well as compelling personal stories.  
But without the legal representation provided by the Clinic, many of 
these people would have been sent back to their home countries to face 
persecution or worse.   The Clinic showed me the power of the law to 
have life-changing -- and in some cases -- life-saving  impacts on the 
lives of deserving people who could not otherwise afford counsel.” 
 
— Ben Lenhart 
 
 
“Without a doubt, [the clinic] was absolutely one of the best 
experiences for me at HLS.  I recall a group discussion of draft 
statements in support of asylum where I took an "unconventional" 
approach and your way of teaching me a better way was so positive 
and encouraging.” 
 
— George ‘01 
 
 
“Operating at the intersection of international humanitarian, refugee, 
and human rights law, the immigration clinic at Greater Boston Legal 
Services was an essential resource to me as a student at HLS.” 
 
— Dustin ‘02 
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“The case I did for the clinic is one of my strongest memories of HLS. 
The experience of arguing in Immigration Court was certainly unique, 
but nothing compared to the relationship with the client. Our client was 
a truly amazing Colombian woman who had survived a decade of 
horrible abuse by a man who used her immigration status and the 
health and lives of her children to keep her captive. She had taken 
control of her life and was an amazing example of strength and 
resilience. We were able to use the domestic violence provisions in the 
law to help her stay permanently. It was rewarding and humbling and I 
will always appreciate the opportunity.” 
 
— Andi ‘05 
 
 
“My time at HIRC has been enriching, exciting, and educational and 
has effectively engaged my interest in direct client contact and human 
rights refugee concerns.” 
 
— Chi ’05 
 
 
“The Harvard Immigration and Refugee Clinic is one of the only places 
at HLS where students can combine their interests in international 
human rights with experience in direct legal practice. Working at HIRC 
gives HLS students a place to file affirmative asylum claims supervised 
by lawyers recognized nationally in the field, and through that process, 
to analyze international human rights issues through the frame of 
asylum law.” 
 
— Jennifer ‘02 
 
“The attention to detail and precision that I developed through the 
Clinic is a crucial part of my current law practice.”  
 
— Elizabeth ‘97 
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“HIRC was an invaluable experience … the broader skills that I learned 
could not have been learned elsewhere.  If you can talk to a client about 
the basis of their claim for asylum, you can talk to a client about 
anything.” 
 
— Ryan ‘14 
 
“When I learned later that the applicant had won, I was of course 
thrilled but also deeply satisfied and grateful to have played a part, 
literally, in saving a life and those of a family. All because of HIRC.” 
  
-- Rusty '89  
 
“My experience at the Immigration and Refugee Clinic was honestly the 
highlight of my law school career. The supervisors are readily available 
and first-rate as instructors, scholars and mentors.”  
 
— Jeff ‘98 
 
“HIRC provides excellent preparation for a career in international law 
since it links domestic policy on asylum with international law 
pertaining to the rights of refugees.”  
  
— Kerri ‘02 
 
“I pursued a career in immigration and refugee law because of the 
clinic and the incredible mentoring I received as a law student.  
Returning to the clinic as an instructor was my dream, and I love my 
job.”  
  
— Sabi ‘02 
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“Getting it right in someone’s asylum case seemed a little more 
important than studying for another hour for civil procedure or fed 
courts.  So much was at stake. Thanks for giving me that opportunity.”  
  
— Andrew ‘94 
 
“The Clinic challenged, inspired, and shaped me, setting me on the path 
to where I am today. Two decades later, I continue to reflect and draw 
upon my clinical experience to help guide my legal work and teaching.”  
   
— Becky ‘94  
 
“My clinical instructors, including Nancy, John and Debbie, were 
incredibly dedicated mentors, lawyers, and role models, and the 
conversations we had played a critical role in shaping my life-long 
goals.”  
   
— Fatma Marouf ‘02 
 
“The combination of weekly contact with your clients, and personalized 
research into their case, is a great way to develop real-world lawyering 
skills, in an environment which is as fun as it is richly rewarding.”  
  
— Matt ‘08 
 
 
“Many years after I have left the practice of law to pursue a different 
career, these cases remain the best memories I have of all of my years in 
the legal field, and I trace their origins directly back to HIRC.” 
  
— Victor ‘01 
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“The Clinic showed me the power of the law to have life-changing -- and 
in some cases – life-saving impacts on the lives of deserving people who 
could not otherwise afford counsel.”  
  
— Ben ‘89 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


